
Mud Puppies 
After school program for K-8 

 
Mission 
 
The Mud Puppies program is designed to empower each individual Puppy (student) with 
the confidence and skill to live in the creative spirit, regardless of age, ability, or art 
medium. This program will be held in a six class course designed to boost creative self 
growth and confidence in life through artistic expression and lots of positive 
encouragement from the Wheel Wolves (instructors). 
 

● This Mud Puppies program will be dealing specifically in the medium of: Clay 
 
Our clay program is a therapeutic outlet that is also spiritually and physically healing. It 
is great for Puppies who may have trouble with autism or who are tactilely deficient. 
People of all ages and all abilities are welcome to come and create with our Mud 
Puppies class. We do not allow the Puppies to say anything negative about other’s art 
and we reinforce positive thinking. We use several mantras in our lessons to help the 
Puppies see the beauty in art and to teach them that the beauty comes from the soul. 
We use our program to illustrate art as compared to life. You put your experiences, 
interests, emotions and thoughts into your art. And even if the artwork doesn’t turn out 
exactly how you pictured it it’s still beautiful just like life. 
 
Skills to be learned 
 
The Puppies (students) will receive one on one instruction in wheel throwing and 
assistance with their clay work in a way that empowers them to feel successful in their 



own natural gifts. This is achieved by showering the Puppies with lots of personal 
encouragement to create something unique and personal in an atmosphere of creative 
freedom rather than a more structured learning experience. 
 
The Puppies will also receive integrated creative emotional and physical exercises in 
line with their daily pottery experience to enhance the connection to their creativity and 
memory retention. These exercises will include various hand and body motions 
mentioned below in Clay, Art and Life. 
 
The Puppies will be responsible for properly taking care of their supplies, their 
environments, and their projects in a manner that fosters pride, respect for others and 
self, and positive self esteem. 
 
The Puppies will be encouraged to experiment with their art and share their own 
knowledge and life experiences in their work. Their clay experience will be a therapeutic 
outlet that will also inadvertently help them to perceive themselves as manageable, 
positive, and acceptable. Just like their art! 
 
The Puppies will also receive many different tools to use when working with the clay. 
The use of various shaped tools and unconventional tool items will help boost creativity 
while the Puppies discover new and inventive ways to manipulate their clay. 
 
 
 
Clay, Art and Life 
 
Puppies will learn the following examples of “Clay, Art and Life” terms and phrases and 
feel confident applying them in their art and  life experiences. 
 

● Wedge: We will learn how to wedge clay in a fun and active way. Wedging clay 
helps stimulate and stretch the muscles in the hands, arms and the brain as we 
discover how to properly wedge the clay into a soft and malleable state. 

 



● Score: The process of creating clay “Velcro.” Students will learn that two flat 
surfaces do not hold together well. But when you texture those surfaces they can 
be attached much more effectively. 

 
● Slip: The glue that holds pieces of clay together. 

 
● Kung Foo Grip: Stretching exercises for hands. 

 
● The Snake Rule: "No fatter than your thumb, no thinner than your pinky" to 

prevent their pieces from crumbling in the kiln. 
 

● A mantra: Life (art) doesn't always turn out exactly like the picture in your head, 
but it's still beautiful. 

 
● More Clay, Art and Life terms will be taught in class. 

 
Students will learn the power of critical thinking, not only when working with their own 
skilled projects, but also via critique. When critiquing artwork (and life), it's not always 
relevant whether or not you like the piece or situation, it's how do you show appreciation 
of what is. 
 
 
Pricing 
 
$99 per Puppy for six classes. These classes will include one on one instruction with 
our Wheel Wolves (instructors), three individual creative projects, pottery wheel 
instruction, one wheel-thrown project, a glaze day, and an exhibit day with certificate of 
completion. This price includes our staff time, materials, tools, prep time before class, 
cleaning time after class, instruction, hauling of artwork to the kiln, firing the pieces, 
returning the pieces to the class, hauling them to the kiln again after glazing, a second 
firing, and doing the laundry after each class. Each Wheel Wolf treats every piece of 
pottery as if it is their own masterpiece when processing. 
 



Price may vary according to specific school requirements, fees, policies and 
procedures. Examples of specific requirements includes items such as the following: 
hauling of water to art site, extra cleaning requirements, or facility rental fees. This price 
will be reflected upon the cost of the program per child and will not be charged to the 
school/ organization. 
 
 
Benefits for the school 
 
You will receive certified instructors (Wheel Wolves) familiar with and willing to uphold 
and communicate school policies and procedures. Our Wolves have over ten years 
experience with art, education, and children. 
 
The school could use the program as a PTA fundraiser or as a way to give something 
beautiful to children who could not otherwise afford it. We give one scholarship away for 
every 12 Puppies enrolled. 
 
We offer classes in our business location where anyone may come take lessons. If your 
school would like to throw an event, we will host a (Your School Name) Night and we 
will donate 30% of profits to you! Painting or pottery wheel lessons available! All you 
have to do is give us a call to set up a date. We will provide you with flyers to print and 
we will take care of all of the reservations! Find more information at 
ClayoteStudios.com/fundraising 
 
 
What we need from you 
 
To properly run our Mudd Puppies program we will need access to the following: 
 

● A faucet to fill buckets 
● A sink for washing hands 
● Tables with enough seating to fit the children who sign up for the class 
● Non-carpeted floor 



● A realistic time frame - We need time to set up before class and clean up 
afterwards. Usually a 30 minute time frame is appropriate for both set-up and 
clean-up. 

 
 
Clay is a non-toxic, non staining product that cleans easily with a little water and a 
sponge. It is hard to clean out of carpeting and rugs though due to it’s muddy nature! 
 
 
What we promise 
 
At Clayote Studios we are passionate about the arts and we believe that these arts are 
healing and important for the human soul, spirit and brain. We are here to teach and 
encourage all of our students with positive thoughts, kindness, and love and show them 
that their art is beautiful because it comes from within. 
 
Our instructors are familiar, proficient, and respectful with individual policies and 
procedures of schools, nursing homes, adult facilities, and all other environments. They 
are punctual, friendly, and humanity oriented. We also fingerprint and background check 
all of our employees for your safety and peace of mind. 
 
We are fully insured for everyone’s protection. 
 

The most current version of this document can be found online at 
Clayotestudios.com/Mud-Puppies 

 
 
 
 
 


